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RECEIVED 

JUN 0 4 2003 

Technology Center 2100 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir or Madam: 

Further to Applicants' Duty of Disclosure pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.56, 
Applicants wish to bring to the Examiner's attention the reference cited on the enclosed 
PTO-1449 Form, the Taiwanese counterpart to which was cited in an official action in a 
counterpart international application. A copy of the reference is enclosed, along with a 
copy of the official action. If requested, Applicants can provide a copy of the Taiwanese 
patent. 

Pursuant to Rule 1.704(d), the undersigned certifies that each item of 
information contained in this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement (SIDS) 



Applicant: Hepleretal. 
Application No.: 10/037,609 



was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart application, 
and that this communication was not received by any individual designated in §1. 56(c) 
more than thirty (30) days prior to the filing of the information disclosure statement. 

Although not required since no office action has issued yet in the instant 
application, Applicant hereby makes a statement under 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e)(1): the 
undersigned certifies that each item of information contained in this SIDS was first 
cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of this SIDS. 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner consider the cited reference and 
return an initialed copy of the Form PTO-1449 indicating his or her consideration of 
the cited materials. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Hepler et al. 



Volpe and Koenig, P.C. 
United Plaza, Suite 1600 
30 South 17 th Street 
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Firm 
or 

Individual name 
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Frank A. Mazzeo 
Volpe and Koenig, P.C. 



Reg. No. 46,259 




CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION/MAILING 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the USPTO or deposited with the United States Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 2231 3-1450 on 
the date shown below. 



Typed or printed name 



Frank A. Mazzeo 



Date 



May 28, 2003 



This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .5. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1 .14. This collection is estimated to 12 minutes to complete, including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 2231 3-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO9199 and select option 2. 



